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MATCHING THE LIBRARY AND THE INMATE: DETERMINING INMATE INTERESTS IN 
ORDER TO BETTER REFINE LIBRARY SERl/ICES - - 



The. research reported herein was obtained by administering a general 
interest survey to two special library user groups prisoners in one 
men's institution, and one women's institution in Texas Department of 
Corrections. 



Men's Unit: Ferguson 
Women 't Unit: Goree 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
EDUCATION a WELFARE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION 

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- 
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN- 
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE- 
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY 



ERIC 



o 
o 



Report Submitted To . 
Texas Department of Corrections Library 

By 

CONNIE HOtJSE 



I 



July, 1975 



Matching the Library and the Inmate 

DETERMINING INMATE INTEREiSTS IN ORDER TO 
BETTER REPINE LIBRARY SERVICES 

I 

r 

Traditionally, selection of library materials and program planning 
for the incarcerated has been done, not. through the eyes and experience 
of inmates, but by free world librarians, teachers and correctional per- 
sonnel. Since inmates have informational and recreational reading needs 
that arise from their isolation, it is important to identify their in- 
terests. In this way, prison librarians can better determine the materials 
to select and purchase, the programs and services to continue or initiate, 
and the kind of educational consultive work to be done with the school 
staff'. 

In discussions with the Director of Library Services for Texas 
Department of Corrections, it was decided to give a general interest 
survey to ascertain the specific interests and reading desires of some 
Texas inmates. It was felt'that this was the most efficient way to up- 
grade library service in the Texas prison Units. This report deals with 
a survey which focused on pris;oners in one men*s institution and one 
women's institution. 

Before beginning the survey analysis, 'two basic facts must be es- 
tablished: One, no subjective speculations or interpretations of data 
will be made on the part of the researcher. This report deals with the 
statistical results (reported by sex and race) of the interest surveys. 
Secondly, it must be emphasized that the results of this interest study 
are not purported to be applicable to all inmates in Texas or in other 
States. The men»s Unit, Ferguson, is one for first offenders, ages 17-21. 
It will be necessary to give similar interest or reading surveys to a 
random sample on ieach of the Texas prison units in ordei? to determine 
the interests peculiar to each population. The 'results for the men's 
institution only may be applied successfully to similar groups according 
to age, race and educational level. The results of the women's study can 
be applied to more varied groups because the Goree Unit is the only 
women's unit in the state of Texas at present, and as such has a diverse, 
conglomerant population of all ages and offenses. 

The Survey : The survey as givbn to the inmates was compiled using pub- 
lished and xinpublished^ examples of other surveys and from a TDC Library 
survey, which had not been given to the. inmates. 
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One attribute of giving a survey, reading .or general interest, is 
that the researcher can readily locate bad wording in questions, new 
categories which should be added or ques.tions which should be deleted. 
If a question is answered incorrectly by a large percentage of the re- 
spondees, inadequencies can be identified., either in wording or content • 
Alsd, write-ins and comments can help to determine new areas which should 
be included in future surveys. This, researcher has attempted to point 
out flaws discovered in adijiinistering this ^survey, and suggest possible 
changes • 

ThiB Sait^ple ; The idea' for the: interest study was initiated during a nine 
week period when several Sam Houston Stiate University graduate library 
science majors were conducting group book discussions with inmates on the 
Ferguson and Goree Units. The priginal reading project was an experimeuntal 
'study conducted through the Research Department of TDC to determine whether 
group' book discussions' help effect attitude changes* Therefor^e, for sta- 
tistical purposes the initial sample was random, controlling for ability . 
to read' and expiration of sentence (not to be released prior to the end. 
of the program, June, 1975) • Me'btings ^ were held for these statistically, 
rai^dom groups in which the program, was i e^plaihed, and afterwards inmates 
were asked to volunteer for the discussion program. It was unfortunate 
that _men under 20 and, Black women ,were| reluctant to volunteer, because 
at the time the larger coijtrol group wj'as randomly selected for the testing, 
it was impossible to balan':^ the dispijoportionate groupings that had 
resulted with t^he first volunteer groups* Below is a statistical com- 
parison of the inmates surveyed ( sample ) a^id • the total inmates in each 
institution (population). 





Ferguson - Men's 


un^t ■ 




Aze 

20 & under 


White 51ac!c Chicano 


Sample 
Population 


37. 293t 


^,^7' 39.23;» I6.26;a 
^3.36^ 38.13^ 18.50?^ 




Goree - Women's 


Unit 




Age 

25 & under 


Race 

White Black Chicana 


Sample 
Popalation 


38. 26?^ 


^5.632 39. 2S/; 15.08/j 
32.39^ 53.9^^ 12.71^ 



During the nine week§ of the reading sessions, the sample of Chicanes 
diminished in size; therefore the interest study can only be analyzed for 
Whites and Blacks. Most Chicanes were either transferred to other prison 
units, or did not show up on the iday, of the test* One Chicana even -es- 
caped -.during the nine week periodi For the final week only five Chicanes 



* took the test. The researcher arid the Director of the Library felt that 
it would be unfair to report any findings based on this low number. It 
will be necessary to retest another random sample at another date in 
order to determine the general interests of Chicanos* , 

• Admittedly, the samples were small in actual numbers. S% of the 
men's institution, and 11^ of the women's institution were given the 
survey. The main defense in the size of the male sample is that almost 
all the inmates in the institution are between the ages of 17 and 21, and 
the sample is statistically comparable to the overall population in race, 
(refer to above table) Also, the offense most often cited in each in- 
stitution is statistically similar: males - robbery - population 31.7%; 
sample 36.8%. Females - dangerous drugs - population 2S.k%'} sample 33.3%. 

It. appears important at this point to bring out differences in the 
manner in which the various groups responded to the survey. As a total — 
group, the: men were much more responsive than were the women. Th^ male 
respondees left very few questions blank; on ranking questions, they ranked 
moria of the categories; they added comrfients and explanations to answers; 
and in the "other" categories, they almost always wrote in additional 
choices or preferences. On the other hand, the women not only left 
questions blank, but oinf ortiznately on many of the ranking questions, they 
only indicated their first choices.. With the "other" categories, they 
seldom wrote in additional preferences. 

As already explained, part of the sample on both units consisted 
of groups which were meeting weekly for reading and discussions. These 
groups, male and female, with which rapport had been established, answered 
the survey more conscientiously by following directions more closely and 
writing in fewer caustic remarks than did thei larger control groups. 

Question Analysis ; The survey questions are presented in' the following 

pages. They are grouped according to general categories of information, 

and not necessairly according to the order of appearance on the survey. 

The grouped categories are: 

Reading Background Information 
Books 

Newspapers and Magazines 
Television and Radio 

Music , " ^ 

Other Backgroxind Information 

Some questions are explained, some anialyzed, and in some cases, the chart 

diagram stands without interpretation. The results are divided by race 

(excluding Chicanes) and sex. 
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READTMG BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
» »t?ere nre some rensons peonle have for rendinft. Which nre true f r you? 
(Question 9) 





Males , 

White 31aek 


White Black 


for Information 










for emolovment 




21fi 






fqr finlovment 






6M 


•67^ . 


to halo with gehool work 






20% 




Aft l«am to do sor.ethinp: 






•50fJ 


20f5 


to vour mind off T5roblmos 










other. Dleaae svQciS^ 






lOf, 





This question was intended to have some built-in reliability for 
question 1 on the sarvey, "Ift'hy do- you go to the libr&ry?" (see below)' 
. For all grorups except .White women, the ^results appear reliable. 
Males : White men cited their predominant reason for reading is for en- 
joyment, 93/5> w±th the second reason being to get their minds off their 
pijoblems, 61^%. In question 1, pleasure • reading and relaxation were the 
reasons ranked first for going to the. library. Black men indicated by 
93% that they read for information, with the next highest percentages 
falling under enjoyment and to get their mindrs off their problems. In 
question one, }^2% ranked research their primary reason for going to the 
library. And, pleasure reading {Li.3%) was in second place. Females : The 
White women's responses are pretty well distributed, with reading for 
information receiving the most responses (70/5) and for enjoyment the ' 
next (60%). But in question 1, they ranked pleasure reading as their 
first reason for attending the library. With the Black women the reli- 
ability factor seems to reappear, for 67% inc^icated that they read for 
enjoyment, and the sane percentage ranked pleasure reading first in 
question 1 as to why they go to the library. 

< wWhy do you pro to the library? Rank in order: place 1 by the most impor- 
tant > 2 b?/ the next J fttc. (Question 1) '■ ~ 



Males — Ranked Choices 





Ist 




2nd 


3rd 


4th 


5th 


Kales 1 


V B 


W 


' B- 


W E 


W B 


W B 


pleasure read ins: 


21$S 


7^ 




li;^ - 


- 




p^^hool assierjnents 


755 2lS 






i/vtS i^;5 


7f» 7% 




research 


755 k3f. 


2ifi 


7^ 




7^ - 


7^. - 


relaxation 


- 755 






7?S 1^ 






don't «ro 












other 













** indicates survey questions 
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P«mal«s — Rainlced Choicea 



oleftsuro readinp' 


5(« 67T$ 


20f: 


7?^ 


- 






flchool asaipmnontfl 












101 - 


Mseareh 














relaxatinn 












don't ffo 










other 






• 





None of the women indicated that they .do not go to the library, , 
while of the White men and 7% of the Black men, do not go. Pleasure 
reading is the primary reason most groups cite for going to the library. 

» »Often when oeonle nre learning to read or tr-yirp to Improve thg'ir rey^di.np, 



V/hrt Icinds of problems do you run 



ey hnye problems of various kind: 
into? I'^iuestion 10) 

Vocabulary was by far the reason most listed by women and men. 

White M, i|3%; Black M, White P, 10%; Black P, 1^"]%. The men cited 

more difficulties in reading than did the women. Many of the women did 

not answer the question, while very few of the men left the. question. 

blank. Most males 'either indicated a problem or they wrote in "rlone." 

Some oth(j5i;' specif ic problems listed were; not enough time to read, tired 

. eyes, lack of good books, keeping mind 'on the sub ject, falling to sleep, 

noise, and vmders tending the subject content. 

» »How many books do you averapie readinp;.? per week per month Der year 

(Question 20) . ^ 

.. This question and the results must be disregarded because of the 
. high proportion of incorrect, and s^bmetimes absurd, answers. It appar- 
ently was not clear that the respondent wp.s to answer only one blank^ 
(which ever applied to his or her/reading habits.) The question was 
answered incorrectly by of the White males; 61^.95, Black males; li.O^,. 
^.Vhite females; and [\.Q%^ Black females. The?e figures seem justification 
to either rev/ord the question o/r delete it from future surveys. 

» »People like to read different /hinrs. Check the types you like to read 



nost. Place p. star 


(^^) by 


yoixr favorite. 


( Question 


TTT 




Paoer'back 


/Hardback 
/ books 


Comic 
books 


MewsDaBers Wacazir.es 


White 




/ 29?« ■ 


21^ 






Favorite 


715« / 


3^ 






29* 


Black 


795i / 








64;: 


Favorite 


•^29* / 






7% 




Females 
White 








60* 


90* 


Favorite 








205S 


10?J 


Blacic 


2(k 










Favorite 




rf. 


2a{ 


2055 



The above chart indicates not only the preferred types of material 

(by total responses), but also the percentage favoring each type^ Some ^ 
inmates starred more than one favorite type of reading material, while ^Ns^ 
others did not star any. Males : 66% of the UTiites like to rend paper- 
back books, and yi% named them as the favbrite reading material, 
79Sj of the Blacks prefer to read paperbacks, but magazines appeared as 
their favorite reading material, by 36%, Females ; Paperbacks and maga- 
zines received an equal ntmiber of responses from the v/hite women, 90% 
each. The indication's for favorites were well distributed, with paper- 
backs receiving the most at, l+O^, With the Black women, magazines received 
the most responses, 53%» Again, the starred categories were well distri- 
buted, but hardback books are slightly favored (33%) • 

tt 

W tls there nny book you v;o\tld like to read thnt ,the I'ibrnry ,doe?n' t have? 
(Question 21) " \ 

Inmates were told before the testing began that this question 

would be treated as a specific request, 60% of the men turned in requests, 

and 33% of the women. The inmates' requests were forvrarded to the 

Library Director so that processing could be done immediately, 

» »Do yoii Vrnov/ hov/ to regue^st p. snecific book from theiUnit Library? 
• (Question 22) Z ^ ' ' 

Males Females 



Y9? 


•JO* 


^795 




. 


No 


50?S 









The results of this question are important for the planning and 
scheduling of library orientation classes on the units, 

♦ 'iH fV/oTjld you v:nnt to t?ke par*^ i^. proup book discussion^ sponsored by the 
library? (Ciuestion 2?) 





White 


Blacic 


-rfhite 


51aclc 


Yes 




6^ 






No 


11*^ 




10% 




YeSt but don't have 
time to read the books 


7% 


7S 


10f» 





Following are the results' of questions concerning several interest areas: 
Books, Newspapers and Magazines, Television and Radio, and iWsic. 



8 



BOOKS 

*«Whnt kinrl of hookn do you \->rr,rffv to read? RnnkMn ordar of preference: 
1. g. 1. ):. f^. e^,n. '(c.uestion 18) ' [ 

Matta -- Ranked Choieea 





' let 


' 2nd 


3rd 
^•5W IE 




Sth 


6th 


?th 


8th 


9th 


loth 


11th 


Fiction 






28 7 


7 1^ 










7 7 










1^ lU 


. . 7 


Ik 7 




7 ^ 










7 


Weatorn lif^ 


^3 li. 


21 la 


.lu 




7 


7 


7 


7 








Travel 






lU 7 


36 


7 7 




Ik 




7 






Rel^lirlon 






7 li; 








7 


7 


7 


7 


li; 7 


Poetrv 


7 


r» 


7 


lU 


7 


7 7 






, 7 


7 7 


li; 7 


BlonraohY 




21 7 


lU 7 


7 


i 7 


7 7 








7 




paveholofiv 


1^; 


lii 


7 7 


7 


Ik 




21 7 


7 




7 


7 


Science 


7 li. 




7 lU 


• lU 


Ik 7 


7 7 












^hllosoohv 




7 7 


7 


7 


7 \k 


7 




1^ 


7 






^ocloloe*/ 




7 


7 


li; lii 




li; 7 


7 


7 


li; 






other, 


7 


21 




















Pemalea — Rarked Choices 




^emalesi 
Fiction 


let 


2nd 


3rd 


ifth 


5th 


6th 


7th 


8th 

?5B 


9th 

fJB 


10th 

?SB 


nth 


Uo 33 


10 27 




10 7 












7 




Hiatorv 


7 


13 


10 20 




7 


7 


.10- 


10 








Western life 






7 




io 




90 


j.a. 








Travel 


10 


7 


7 


90 


10 


10 


7 




10 






Relififion 








10 




10 




7 


113 7 




Ofl . 


Poetrv 


. 27 


in 




i>n 7 


10 


10 7 






7 






Bloeraohv 




?o 7 






10 


10 


















\Q 7 


20 


-10 7 






.7 




JJQ 




Science 


20 






7 


10 










10 




P>^iloaoT5hv 




IP.. 


10 


10 


10 1? 




7 








10 


Soeioloev 




13 


13 


10 


10 7 


15 




10 




7 




Other, 

please name 


10 








7 
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The main flaw with this inquiry is that not all the inmates ranked 
all the categories — but, that should have been made mandatory in the 
instructions . for the question. Males : Fiction, by 50%, is the first . 
choice of V/hite men, with western life taking second place, ij.3%. Other, 
than 26% who ranked travel as their fourth choice of reading material, 
the answers were very dispersed. The "other" category included: Occult, 
sex books, and science fiction. (As an interesting aside,* one science 
fiction buff wrote on his survey, "To be a science' fiction writer, ycu 
hav e to b ui-ld-'^-new-yoi^ ld, a n 'ew^~5(0'gi'e1ry"and"a ne^ — Fiction is 
,also the first choice of Black men, but not by as great a percentage, 2955. 
The other rankings were more scattered than for the White males. 
Females s White women also prefer fiction, with biography second, OOSS. 



The ranklncs of the Black women are sllphtly more c^'ouped than those 
for other inmates. Fiction was preferred by 33?5 as first choice and 27% 
as second choice, 27% also placed poetry in first place. Members of 
both groups of women injfaates added art to the "other" category. 

Because the rankings are so very scattered for the most part and 
because allN^hoices were not ranke4# it may be helpful to present the 
results of thl^s question in another manner: by the percentage of total 
responses to each kind of^'bopk. In this way, it can be seen how many of 

the respondees used each kindx^of book in their considerations. 

\ ■ • 

Ptrcentage of total Responses to 
Each Klndv^of Book 



Ifhlto 93 


50 


niseis. 

93 


irav. 
79 


29 


50^ 




rsv. 
57 


SOI. 


f nii, 
36 


50 


urner 
21 




6U 






U2 


57 






57 




57 


7 


White 80 


50 


50 


60 


60 


70 


70^ 




ko 


50 


ko 


10 


Blaelc 73 


5? 


7 


20 


1? 


60 




27 


20 


ko 


7 



» »V/hat'klnd of person do you like to read about o^ see in the movies? Place 
ja star by the kind you like most ^ (Ques tion\ 19) ^ 



Wales, 



FemgMes 



Beautiful or handsome 


11^ 2ir# 


5or- 7% 




27-5 2<y^ 


On« who has always had 




21^ 


2Of0 


\ 

• - \ 


Poor 




fir* 7?i 




1395 \ 


One from a rur^il area 






10-5 




A Mlli^ious oerson 






10$S 




Mftntaily disturbed 






20^ 


13% 


Mftntally superior 


7% 


29fS 


6055 20^ 


20% 


U^ly o** plain 




21* 


10% 




One who becomes rich 






70% 20% 


7% 


Someone front the street 




^3% 21?5 


30% 20^ 


kQ% 13'^ 


Bewitched! black ma^ic 


71fS 2955 


^3f» 29^* 


ko% 


33% 13% 


Phvsieallv haniicau^ed 








7% 


thvaieallv suuerior 




7% 


20% 




Sof5histicated or "cool" 


50f5 7% 


50% 1U% 


60% 20% 


kQ% 20% 



This discussion v/ill place more emphasis on ythe total percentage* 
of responses -to each type of character, rather th^ on the indicated 
favorites, because many \nmates, male and female, j^did not star a favorite, 
and some starred all of their responses. Males : All groups appear to 
like to read about beautiful or handsome people, with V/hite males having 
the highest percentage of responses, 71%$ and Black females the lowest. 
The same percentage of White men (71^) also indicated a preference for 
bewitched characters. Someone from the street (57%)t one who becomes 
*ich (50^), and one who is sophisticated or cool (50%), also are pre- 
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feronoes of th*a nj'oup. As stated, B?'-'!k nales nlso pref'^r to read 
^ about boautlful or hondsome chiructera, (50*;). The sophisticated or cool 
charnc^r r.lso received $Ofo of the renponsep. Tho'-« *:v7o cntocories 
placing second for B?.ic!^ rales were bewitched) and sort<3one from ♦•.he 
street, both Females ; V/hU.e women prefeh, only by 10%, to rer»d 

about people who become rich,. 7075 totnl responses.' Thre'e cntegorlea 
received 60% each of the responses: beautiful or handsome, mentally 
superior, sophisticated or cool. The preferences of the Black women^ . 
at li.0% each, are someone from the street and someone who is sophisticated 
or cool. The bewitched category is second at 33?S, and beautiful or hand- 
some, third, at 27%, ' 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
» »Do yon rend g nevfPnaner. . . ( nhfick one) (Question 6) 

Males Females 



(Question 7) 



Evervdav 






sat 


2055 


A few tL-nes a week 




2 If'* 


•JO"'. 




About once a wo^k 




21?i 






Sundava onlv 










Less than anv of the above 






20?S 




d a *newsnr:\oer,- which 


of the following 


sectio 




Males 
White Blaclc 


Fenales 
White Slack 


News about world affairs 








53JJ 


Weather 






30?t 


205« 


Conies 






505s" 




Sports 




en^ 


jca 


3354 


Women's section 










Editorials 




21!? 


70^ 


27!S 


Letters to the editor 


2155 






13;« 


Stocks and bonds 






3cr. 




Advertisements 


21f5 






ZTH 


News abbut civil ricchts 


li^?5 




505t 




Death notices 


29$^ 








News - politics and 3:0 vt. 


215; 


29^ 


60fi 




Book reviews 


7^ 




ZOU 




Movie news 




74 






Your horoscope 


<^ 


29?S 


80?5 


80?5 


Advice to the lovelorn 








?71 


Television news 


365^ 


.14-;5 ■ 


20?; 





The interpretations "for the. above charts concerning newspapers 
are obvious upon examination. 
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*)Ihnt ninrnyJ.nftff do yon Hko to rend? (Queotion 8) 





Malea 

WhlteTTnok 




fttadors Diktat 


— — • 




' 7a» 


— , 


fcbony 


m 


Q3f« 


SOT'. 








?7?t 


" <ort 




Woin«n'8«Kous}c«opin«s 


H 


* 

r. 


70f< 


. ,:3r? — ' 


Wom«n*8-0Iamcur 


m 






— , 


M8n'8 




t,liA 






Spcrts 








- 27rt 


MovU or rolavl8ion 


m 


IW. 




27rf — 


love and romanct 










Rtllgiouo 






1W 


nr. — 


Trade magazines 










Othersi please name 


sr. 


2«Jf« 


SO". 





As seen in the analysis on preference of type of rs^^^^^g ^ef^^^ 
(Question 6), all. groups of inmates indicated preference^ hj. ^ifl^^' 
therefore the results of this question become very impor**''" 
Windham libraries do not at present furnish a wide varie^^^ t^a -iJi^- 
titles on the Units. 

The wording of the question was inconsistent; eith©^ ^^1 ^hoi"^^^ 
. should have been specific magazine titles or they should^^^® ^gei^ 
subject areas. For future surveys this flaw should be cO'^^'^ctQ^ 

Several racial differences in the preference of maS^^^^^^ * 
Black magazines, such as Ebony - White M, 0%; Black M, 9^f'j ^0^* 
Black P, 93%, Preferences for Reader's Di/rest produced V^^® 1*^^,. ' 
differences - White M, B7%; Black K, 29%; White P, 7056; ' Bl^ck 
Other differences that appear are more pronounced by sexj ^^^a^ 
evident with-women's magazines, men's magazines, raovie and ^el^^^ 
and love and romance. 

All groups except the Black women listed other mag^^iine 
they liked: Males: Rolling Stone, Hit Parade, Science Fi^^^on Anfll^^' 
Street Chopper, Easy Rider, Circus, Creem, Guitar P],ayeri *^®*» ji^ ^^st 
Sepia, Black Stars and western types, Pemales: National ^^°^^^jj^ic. 
Holiday, Saturday Review, Portune, Viva, Harper's, People ^^t:ioP^^ 
Lampoon, 

TELEVISION AND" RADIO 
4H K)n the radio, do you listen to»., (Question 26) . 
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Males 
. White 31ack 


Females 
White 51as3£^ 


News and weather 


21* 








Sports 


21 




10 


- 


SaUc and interview programs 


lU 




20 




Music 


91 




90 




Religious programs 


7 








Other t please naae. 











■ \ 

i' • \ ■ ' ■ . ■ ■ ' • c» 

■ « »Check the television prop:rr^rris vrhich yo\i nrefer to watch> (Question 25) 



. ' - 


Males 
White Black . 


Females 
White Black 


Nfiws ajid v/ea'thfl(J^> 


295^ 


ITT' 


"JOCS 






21 


U3 








21 


6U 


10 




^-3 the World Turns 


• - . 


■ 7 . 


10 - 


29 


Stax* Trek 




21 


10 


7 


The Ijucv Show 


Ik 


lii 


10 




Sajrf oi?d aj^d San 

well fc* VA» W» GUiW* W W 4 A 




, 93 " 


ko 


^0 


^li"D Wilson Show 


21 ' 


6it 


•^0 


90 


fPalk Shows 


7 


7 


•^0 


20 


mOOCUUC w CSC V 




7 


io 




Mftrv Gt*4 ff 4 n Show 


• 7 


7 


10 




■ DsiVC ftllT* T. 1 vo c ■ 




7 


20 


•7 • ■ ■• 




so 


7 


?0 




Aft V^MII^OQ 


21 


21 


10 






I'* 


21 


10 






36 


21 


^0 






6U 


20 


10 








71 


^0 


60 


VAX WUUXiO 




21 


70 








Ik - 


hn 


00 . 




■50 


2g 


-in 




ATT 4 n a ^ o tt* 4 T */ 

Axx in* ufi9 • sunxXjT o 


36 


21 ■ • 


-?o 




OV^ 1 /^/^ anH 
wIlxCO oJiwl 


21 


1,4 


in 


1? 


^? M ^ A V*^<« 4 A M ^ CV> A A 4 a T e 


2i 








wuiz* sno^s 


7 


7 






-xit« i^yjG ww>> 9 , 




7 - 




7 


Somerset 






. 10 




Soul Trair. 




100 


■■ 10 


91 ; 


Community rorun 






i 


7 ' 


Oral RolDerts.; 3 illy Graham 


7 




in 




CclumlDO O^ystery Theater) 


20 




An 


•Ii 


Others 1 name. 


'57 


1/i 


on 





The similarities and differences of the inmate groups in choices 
for TV programs can be observed easily in the above chart. 

Because of the. vast number of different television, programs, this' 
was a difficult question to formulate; •finally it was decided to borrow' 
a television-oriented inquiry from another interest survey. It still 
has not been decided whether the answer choices should be uniform by 
title or type, or. if the mix;ed questipn (as given xn. this survey) is an 
adequate one. 

£3 ' 
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* . ■ 
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> 








auention -aboiit Traisic: do you en.ioy. , 


(Question 23) 






Males 
Wfiite isxacK 


1 

' Females 
White Black * 




Country 










Rock and roll " 




90 


27 




Jazz 


cry CO 


50 


60 




. Classical 




■JO 


7 




Progressive country 


71 7 


60 


7 




Soul. 


29 <n 


70 


73 




Religious 


lU 


30 


20 




Polk 


16 


30 


13 




Other, please name. 


7 






•JHi-Do you rlay any nnr! ical instrxinent s? If ve? 




kind(s)? (Question . 






Males • Females 
White Black White Black 




Yes 






13". 




No 




ko 


PR ° ■ 




Guitar 




20 


-7 




Piano 




30 


13 




Clarinet o 




10 






SaxoDhone 


ru 








Harmonica 




10 






• TrumDet 


. 7 








Drums 


lU '?6 . 


10 


1 




Trent one 










Other, ulaase name. 


7 7 


10 






Since inmates in three of 


the four groups. wrote in "organ," it 


"quid 


seem that the tern should 


be p.rided to 


the list of musical instru- 


me'nts 


in future surveys. 








OTHER 


BACKnTFOWTD INFORT'^ATION 








■^H^^Vhen you have free ^.ine. here at 


TDC, do you 




to... (Question 12 ^ 






Males ^ 
White Black 


Females 
White Black 




Study 


1^ 21^ 




13?5 ... 




Read a book or magazine 


6k " «?7 


60 . 


67 




^ Talk to friends 


21 36 


30 






Write letters 


29 


50 


33 ■ 




Play cards or other. games 


lU 36 


10 


33 




Watch TV or listen to the 


radio^O i^l 


70 


k7 




Sleep 


. 21 


10- 






Workout in the gym 




20 






Other, speciry. 


7 7 


20 


■ 13 



This question elicited the most responses from all groups for 
most inmates marked multiple ways in vzhich they pass their time. Reading, 
i-. book or magazine during, free time is a preference for all groups, with 



er|c • 



thpee groups giving it the highest percentage of responses. V/hite ^K, 61]%; 

Black M, $7%; Black P, 67%. V/hite v^omen, vjho. slightly favor watching 

TV,.'70/S, gave reading a close second at ,60^** Since several women, both 

iBlack and V/hite, wrote in crochet, knit, etc* in the ''other" category, 

an , activity such as "Crafts and hobbies" should be added to future sur- • 

veys." Also, a fev; of the men added activities such as "leathervrork." 
■• • • . /• ■ 

Interestingly, one man comnented that his favorite past time is 

"observing people." 

The following three questions are classified as rapport building, and 
v:ill not be analysed in this research report.. Although the Windhr.m School 
District Librarians felt they possibly could use some selected information 
from the results, the main purpose for the questions vjrs to show interest 
in the inmates as individuals. Because the nature of the^ questions is 
to help develop rapport, it- is suggested by the researcher that this 
-section of questions be arranged ea^'lier in the questionaire , possibly 
as the first or second section. 
•iH fV/hat kind of vjork have - you done in the free world? (Question I3) 
-Kv ^V/hat kind of v;ork are you doinn -'at TDC- nov?? (Question li|) 
^VJhat is the last nrade' you comoleted in school ? (Question 1^) 
V/hat ap;e v/ere you vihen you left school? 

V/hat reasons did vou have for leavinp; school? (You may ha\'e had more 
than one reason.) ^ 

(for a complete list of reasons, refer to questionaire. Attachment' 1) 

The first part of Question 1^, conce.r»ning last grade completed in • 

school, is useful in selection of library materials, but the Research 

Department of TDC can obtain accurate information from the data banks 

• on the inmates. Again, the question, especially ^-the . last part dealing 

wrth reasons for leaving school, was aimed at showing personal interest 

in the inmates. Most ansv:er choices "are loaded, with emotion or convenient 

excuses, but many of the inmates, both men and women, wjTjQiLe in their own 

reasons for leaving school. For example, "just got tired," "got in . 

trouble with the law," "Go>t married," "acid head, couldn't handle school." 

» ^!'.Tiat games do ycu en.1 oy? . (Question 16) 

. / ■ Male3_ Females 

! ^ White alack White 31ack 



Cards 


6U^A 


71?! 




en 


Domtnos 


86 


SO 




U6 


Pool 


■9? 


93 


60 


" 80 ■ 


Checkers 




"JO 




7 


Board games 




m. 


10 


n 


Bowling 




■50 


70 




Otheri please name. 


. 36 




20 
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Sev'ei?al games were listed in the- "other" categoTy, some of v/hich 
can-, be ' includi9d in future" surrveys : archery, backcarririon, foosball, dice 
(listed by 20%, total 'inmates ) , and chess. Since field sports (baseball, 
football, etc. ) were not included in the answer choices, several .inmates, 
listed them, also. . ^ ' ' . ' 

V* 

It seems that, the compilers of the survey were negligent . in the 
wording of this question, because the items, listed were* not a good'l^e* 
/presentation of all tyjjes of game activities. The. questlon.needs to be 
reworded for future surveys. :^ 

^-/hich place(s) vrould ?^ou like to travel and/or visit? (Question 1?) 





Males 


Females 




White. 


Black 


White 


Black 


Asia 


795. 


36f, 






Eiirope 


71- " 


-50 - 


uo 


60 


United States 


lU 


l^* 


30 


20 


Central America 


Ik 


36 


20 


20 


Africa 




86 


30 


\o 


Australia 


57 


29 


30 . 


7 


South' Amer ir-A 


21 




'^O 


27 


Canada 


^^3 


1*3 


60 


' 20 


.Oibhers, please nane. 


li* 


36 • 


20 


7 



The follovjing questions deal with background information concerning i 
library usage. As :?tated earlier, one of the things a researcher learns 
in administering an interest survey is how to refine tjie survey , , by 
adding or deleting categories or by rewording questions. In most in- 
stances with the next series of questions, certain information was sought, 
but due to non-specific wording of the questions, the possibility is 
recognized that the results may not be valid percentages in terms of 
'what' the survey compilers were seeking." Perhaps the questions could 
have been wordedjdif f erently, or left out altogether. Also> it is possible 
that the questions should have occupied different positions in the 
survey. ; - ^ , ' 

t wDid you ever use the public . „ ' ^4^"^^ '^^j^^-^ 3iack-? 

librfry in the free . Korld? " T^^^^ 3^^^ 

(Question 2) ~ 20?S 

The ' information .desired was whether these people regularly used 

the public library. Perhaps the information could have been gained more 

accurately if a time element had been included in the question. i.e# once 

a week, once a month, etc. 



^Hnve von e^-or been 't^....-ht " ' 31^ 
. boH to line . Uhrr rr No 50^ 35^ lo* 33;^ 

(Question j) - . 

The information desired by the V'irldhan Librarians for the pl?.nring 

and scheduling of orientation classes, v.^s whether ..the innates h'j.d r-ver 

received fcrna?i. instruction in the use of a library. It is felt that the 

question was not rr^ecific enough in the type of instruction the individual 

• has previousTy/had. 

^ , ■ \ ^ ^ . n - White^M Blaclc-M- White-F 31ac>-F 

. ^Do you knov hov to find nr-^pnal Yes 57t^ 93fr "So^J 73^ — 
. in t:;d.2 Unit l:hr--:-v No 43?^ ^ m 27^ 

(Question i;) * * 

This question appears to be .specific, enough, and therefore the 

results valid. But, ithe confusing fact renains that during the discussion 

sessions after the survey, many innates complained that they could .not 

find books in the libraries. . 



-K- ^Did yoxir fr^ee i;or?,d school have • Yes '^3?? loofi To^T '"9% — 
any kind of l^^rrar;;? . no ■. 7?5 - ' lO^S. 75S 

(Question' 5) ^ • yes 6V» ' 64r, . 6o?S 

Did you use it often? No 36,^ 36j5 30fS 6o?i 

It is unfortunate that the wording in the 'first part of this 
question v:as " any kind of library." V.Tiile tho compilers of the survey 
were thinking of organised libraries housed as separate units in the 
school, some innates may have interpreted a library quite differently: 
"During disciission qne innate commented on his school.; library , "I used 
the library alot. My history teacher had a couple of shelves of books 
in his room and v:e used them for papers and book reports." 

In the las-t part of the question, "Did you use it often?", the 
term "often" should have been defined v/ith a time element, "as. v:ith the 
use of the public library. 

. STOMATION . 

The work of formulating, giving and analyzing this survey has been 
an invaluable experience in terms of discovering pertinent, useful 
information about inmate interests. As a result of gaining this 
knowledge, library, services can be greatly upgraded and expanded on the 
Ferguson and Goree Units. Also, throughthe inmate responses, a good, 
deal was gained in understanding the strengths and weaknesses of :;he 
present survey. For future use, it is recommended that the questi.:naire 
be refined and' the order of some questions changed as suggested in this * 
report. 
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It is further- recommended that the Texas Department of Corrections/ 
V/indhan School District Librarians' administer an interest survey to, 
a random sample of Chicanos on Ferguson •and Goree Units-, In addition, 
it i^ill be valuable to survey interests in the other prison units in. 
order to better refine library services in all areas of selecting and 
programming. • 

Survey Com.piled by: 

Connie House, Researcher 

Aline House, Direptor of Library Services, TDC 

Ed Seidenberg, TDC Librarian 
Administered b'^: 

Connie House 

Ed Seidenberg 
Results Compiled and Analyze.d. by : 

Connie House 
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■ Attachment 1. 

LIBRARY INTSR2ST SURVSY 

1. Vfhy do you zo to the library? Rank in order. Place 1 by the most in- 
IK)rtant, 2 by the next, etc, ' . . 

Pleasure reading . R elaxation 

^School assigniTients ^Don't so 

Research Other 

2. Did you ever use the public library in the free v/orld? 
^Yes ^ . No 

3t Have you ever been taught hov/ to use a library? ' ' 
Yes ■ %o 

k.\ Do yoii know hov/ to find material in this; Unit library? 
^Yes ^ ' _2No 

5, Did your free v/orld school have any kind of library? 
^Yes .- • No 

Did you use it often? 
^ ^Yes ^No 

NSV/SPAP2RS Ar:D r.:A3AZINS3 . • ' 

6, Do you read a newspaper ,,,( check one.) , . 
Everyday " Sundays only 

A few times a week less than any of above . 

About once a.v/eek 

7.. V/hen you read a newspaper, which of the following sections do you read? 

^News about world affairs . N ews about civil rights 

. \Veather Death notices 

.Comics _^News about politics arid government 

S ports ' , ■ Book reviews . ' - 

IrVomeriVs section ^ tlovie news 

Editorials ^Your horoscope 

^Letters to the editor Advice' to the lovelorn 

Stocks and bonds Television nev;s 

advertisements ( store*.. ads. want 

ads, ate, ) ? 

■ • ■ ■ -i. . . 

8. ..What magazines do you like to read?\ 

R eader's Digest o ^ - , 

Ebony " ' 

^Nev/s (Time, News Week, U.S. News, etc,) 

V /omen ^ s housekeeping (Ladies Home Journal, McCalls, Good Housekeeping) 
V /omen^s .glamour (Glamour, Mademoiselle, Seventeen) , 
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lien's (Playboy, Esquire, True, Argosy) 

^Sports (Sports Illustrated, Field and Stream) 

j_ M ovie or television (Modern Screen) 

^Love and romance (True Stories) 

Religious (Religious Herald, Upper Room) 

. ^Trade magazines (Mechanix Illustrated, Electronics) 

l^Others, Please name. 

READING BACKGROUrCD 

9* Here are some reasons people have for reading. V/hich are true for you? 

^For information To learn to do. something 

' ^For employment T o get. your mind off problems 

for enjoyment Other, please specify. 

to help with school work 

10. Of ten when people are learning to read or trying to improve their reading 
they have problems of various kind's. V/hat kinds of problems do vou run 
into? 



11. People like to read different things. Check the types you like to read 
most. Place a star (*) by your . favorite. 

^Paperback books N ewspapers 



Hardback books luagazines - 

Comic books - Other. Specify. 

OTHER BACKGROUND INF'GRI.IATION 

12. V/hen you- have free time here at TDC do you prefer to... 

Study ^ ' • Watch TV or listen to the radio* 

^ Read a -book or magazine Sleep 

T alk to friends ,V/orkout in the gym 

V /rite letters ^Other. Specify." 

^Play. cards or other games ^ 

13,. V/hat kind of work have you done in the free world? 
Ik. V/hat kind of work are you doing at TDC now? 

15; What is the last grade you completed in school?. '^^ 

•What age were you when you left school? , . 



V/hat reasons did you have for leaving school? (you may have had more 
than -Qne reason. ) 

ANSV/SR CHOICES ON THE NEXT PAGE. ' ' ■ 



16. 



17. 



^Graduated 

^Expelled 

^Disturbarlces in school 

_Illness/in family 

^Had to /support self 

y/antea extra spending" money 

I^Iarr^ed 

^PeeZying that school did not meet 

personal needs 

V/hat ^ames do you enjoy? 

Gstds 

y ominos 

i^ooi 

/ Checkers 

V,/ 



.Was getting poor grades in school 

.Trouble with teachers or school 
"authorities 

.Own Illnesses 

^Other family problems 



^Had to support • fajnily 

' ^ ^tVIilitary service 

^Pregnant 

Other, please specify, 

^ Board games 

Bowling 

Other, Please name. 
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ich place (s) v/ould you like to travel and/or visit? 



^Asia 
^Europe 

jUnited States 
_Central America 
Africa 



^Australia 
South America 
Canada 

Other(s), Please name. 



)OKS 



is. 



V/hat kind of books do you prefer to read? 
1, 2, 3, 5f etc. 



Rank in" order of preferences 



.Fiction 
Jlistory 



y est ern<riife 
.Travel 
.Religion 
_^Poetry 



Biography 

;Psychology 

^Science 

^Philosophy 

- S ociolon:v 
_Other, Please name. 
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What- kind of person do you like to read about or see in the mov«ies? 
Check all that apply. Place a star (*) by the kind you like most, . 

^Beautiful or handsome 
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O ne who has always had wealth 
Poor 

One from a rural area ^ 

^A religious person 

PJentally disturbed - 

^ Jflentally superior (a brain) _ 

How mariy books do you average reading? 
p er week ; per month 



J .Ugly or plain 

^One who becomes rich 

^Someone ■ from the street 

^Bewitched; b:].ack magic 

- P hysically handicapped 

.Physically superior ' 

\ ^Sophisticated or '*cool" 



)er year 
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22. 



Is 'there any book you would like to read that, the library doesn't 
have? 



No 



Yes 



If yes, what?. 



Do you know how to request a specific book from the unit library? 
Yes No 



MUSIC 

23. NoW| a question about music. Do you enjoy, . . 



Country 

^Rock and roll 

^Jazz 

Classical 

2^. Do you play any musical instruments? 

^Yes 

^ If yes, what kind(s)? 

Guitar 

J ^Piano 

Clarinet 

^Saxophone 

Harmonica 

TSLSVISION< AND RADIO 

25ji Check the television programs which you prefer to' v/atch. 



_Profpressive country 
-Soul 

^Religious 
_.Folk 

__Other, please name. 
Jio 

^Trumpet 
^Drums 
^Trombone 

^^Other, please name. , 



^News and weather 

N ev/s specials 
^Sports 

^- As the V/orld Turns 

tar Trek 

. ^The Lucy Show 

_Sanford and Son 

F lip V/ilson Show. 

^Talk shov/s 

^Sesame Street 

^t^erv Griffin Show 

' . , D ays of Our Lives 

tiash ^ 

^60 Minutes 

..K aud 
The Waltons* 



Gunsmoke 

^Movies' 

Cjar toons 

Ironsides 

^The Untouchables 

All in the Family 

Chico and the Man 

Entertkinment specials ' 

Quiz shows 

^The Doctors 

Somerset 

^Soul Train 

Community Forum 

Oral Roberts; Eilly Graham 

' Columbo (Mystery Theater) 
Others. Name. 
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26, Oh the radio, do you listen to,/. 

. . ' ^News and weather ^tvlusic 

Sports ^Religious programs 

^Talk and interview programs ^Others. Please name, 

JUST QUESTIONS 

27t V/ould you warit to take part in ^^oup bpok discissions sponsored by 
the library? ' V . 

^Yes ^No- 

^Yes, but don't have time to read the books, 

28, V/ill you f^ive some information about yourself? 
^Age 

Racei (circle one)' 

V/hite Black Chicano Asian American Native American Other, 

Specify 

Marital status i (circle one) 

Married Unmdrried :> 

^iN'umber of children, if any \ 

Your Offensei 



